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FOR IOP/M 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJ: CURRENT MEDIA REACTION 

THE BULLETIN (CONSERVATIVE) AUGUST 20 COMMENTARY HEADED "ON 
SERVING PORTUGAL" WRITES: 

"... EVERY EFFORT IS BING MADE NOT TO ALLOW PORTUGAL TO GO 
COMMUNIST BY DEFAULT. THE STRENGTH OF THE SOCIALISTS, HAS BEEN 
SO PREPONDERANT, THEY HAVE BEEN SO MILITANT, THAT THEY SHOULD 
BE TAKEN AS AN EXAMPLE IN OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, WHERE SOCIALISTS 
HAVE HOBNOBBED WITH COMMUNISTS, AND ENDED UP WITH BEING GRABBED 
UP BY THE COMMUNIST MINORITY. DR. SOARES HAS PLAYED HIS CARDS WELL... 

THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT SEEMS SWAYING TO AND FRO, THOUGH IT IS 
CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT GONCALVES HOLDS NO CHARISMA OVER THE MOVEMENT. 

HOWEVER THE BATTLE FOR A FREE PORTUGAL THAT WILL BE OUT OF THE 
COMMUNIST ENSNAREMENT IS FAR FROM OVER. WHAT IS REQUIRED... 

IS TO KEEP THE COMMUNIST DANGER AT BAY. THAT THE COMMUNISTS 
WERE TO TAKE THE UPPER HAND, IN SPITE OF THEIR MINORITY WAS TOO 
DISTINCT A POSSIBILITY. HENCE THE ACTION OF THE SOCIALISTS WHO 
HAVE ASTONISHED MANY - NO LESS THE COMMUNISTS THEMSELVES. AND 
THE INTEREST OF RUSSIA AND THE UNITED STATES, THE FORMER TO SEE 
A COMMUNIST DOMINATED GOVERNMENT, THE LATTER URGING A FREE 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT WITHIN THE WESTERN ORBIT, HAS LED TO THE 
BITTER EXCHANGE - AN INDICATION OF HOW BOTH COUNTRIES WOULD 
SPARE NO EFFORT TO GET PORTUGAL UNDER THEIR MANTLE. 
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THE COMMUNISTS HAVE SUFFERED A SETBACK - THEY MUST NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO RALLY AND STRIKE BACK". SMITH 
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